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radiotherapy compared to smokers who quit, however, the 
findings were statistically insignificant. Further exploration 
will seek to elucidate any local effect of smoking as well as 
to identify socioeconomic predictors of being a continuous 
smoker during treatment. 
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Purpose/Objective: During training, radiation therapists 
must acquire a comprehensive range of theoretical and 
practical competencies to meet the demands of safe clinical 
practice. It is essential that students understand the 
conceptual basis of radiation therapy (RT) treatment planning 
and can translate this understanding to the clinical 
environment. Implementation of three-dimensional virtual 
environment systems in RT training programmes has become 
increasingly prevalent in recent years. The Virtual 
Environment for Radiation Therapy Training (VERT) system 
simulates an RT treatment room, allows operation of a virtual 
linear accelerator, and can demonstrate imported patient 
scans and treatment plans. Although VERT has been shown to 
improve student psychomotor skills in operating a linear 
accelerator, its value in facilitating understanding of RT 
treatment planning concepts has not been previously 
reported. 
Materials and Methods: A VERT-based teaching module was 
developed that compares the clinical, technical and 
dosimetric aspects of treatment plans of three commonly 
used RT treatment techniques (3DCRT, IMRT, and VMAT) for a 
prostate case study patient. The effectiveness of the module 
in teaching RT planning concepts was evaluated in a cohort of 
first-year RT students. A mixed methods crossover study 
design was used to compare the VERT module with the pre-
existing 'standard' treatment planning teaching module. 
Students' perceived understanding of treatment techniques 
and attitudes towards the VERT module were assessed by 
questionnaires at several time points during the study. A 
semi-structured interview was conducted with teaching staff 
to explore their experiences in implementing the VERT 
module and their perceptions of students' responses. 
Results: Analysis of the results showed that both the VERT 
module and the standard module improved students' 
perceived understanding of treatment planning techniques to 
a similar extent. Following crossover of the student groups, a 
strong cumulative value was shown from the combined use of 
both modules. The most beneficial sequence of modules was 
seen to vary depending on the aspect of treatment planning 
assessed. However, both students and lecturers reported a 
preference for the standard module being taught first to 
establish a theoretical framework, and the VERT module 
second to bridge this framework to the clinical environment. 
Participants found the 3D effect of VERT valuable and could 
relate the simulated treatment techniques to their limited 
experiences in the clinical environment. Lecturers described 
the VERT module as a form of educational tool they had 
sought, but until now not been able to generate themselves. 
Students and lecturers both expressed strong support for the 
continued use of VERT-based teaching methods. 
Conclusions: Together, these data support the continued 
implementation and investigation of VERT as a teaching tool 
to facilitate learning of RT planning concepts. The ability to 
model plan-specific, technical and dosimetric data within a 
virtual treatment environment presents a range of 
opportunities to enhance RT students' education. Future 
research includes the continued development of VERT 
modules to address more complex concepts of RT planning 
and treatment delivery. 
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Purpose/Objective: The aim of this study was to explore the 
ways in which radiotherapy and oncology students learned 
from the experiences of patients and carers. The key 
objectives were to better understand how involvement 
activities with service users in the classroom influenced 
students' development and informs curriculum 
enhancements. 
Materials and Methods: A phenomenographical approach 
using in-depth interviews was utilised to explore students' 
learning. Following curriculum activities with service users, 
students were invited to participate in the study. Eighteen 
students consented to take part and each interview was 
audio recorded and analysed utilising Attride-Stirling's 
thematic network analysis (TNA) framework. This framework 
allowed interpretation at individual and collective levels. As 
an educator and researcher, bias was reduced by using a 
degree of bracketing of my own assumptions, member 
checking during the coding and categorising stage and 
engaging in reflexive practice throughout the process. Thus 
the results reflect the students' conceptualisation of learning 
not my own. 
Results: Three global themes were identified: emotional 
recognition, emotional labour and professional presentation. 
Facilitated interaction in the classroom was a catalyst for 
reflecting on everyday practice and impacted on the ways in 
which students communicated with patients on an emotional 
level. Further learning occurred in the clinical setting evident 
in their detailed reflections of emotional encounters they had 
experienced. Three different methods of coping with 
emotional situations were identified: (1) distancing, (2) 
engagement and (3) a balance of distancing and 
compassionate behaviour. The importance of emotional 
management in practice was recognised as a key professional 
attribute. 
Conclusions: The curriculum activities highlighted the 
emotional impact of cancer on patients and carers, but the 
data also demonstrates how emotional experiences can affect 
